ACLAND BURGHLEY

A unique brutalist building, designed for social inclusion and

community purpose.

[COMMUNITY
SCHOOL]

Its design ethos is brought to life
by its visionaries and architects.

Acland Burghley School is an outstanding
example of a community school built
between 1963-1967, officially opened in 1968.

This period represented the heyday of
Brutalist architecture; buildings had to be
low cost, simple, functional and for the
benefit of people. At this time there were also
innovations in the schooling system which
sparked the new school building project.

Acland Burghley
School was designed

by HOWELL, KILLICK,
PARTRIDGE AND

AMIS (HKPA) one of

the country's foremost

post-war architectural
practices.

Image courtesy of The Concrete Centre/Concrete
Quarterly archive
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The headmaster at the time, Mr L.AV Abley,
wanted the new school to be structured in
an innovative way that focussed on fostering
strong connections among similar aged
students, to create substantial friend groups.

The architects therefore designed three main
teaching wings which fan out from central
staircases. One wing each for the ‘lower’
‘middle’ and ‘upper’ school. Each year group
had a year room used for teaching, small
assemblies and dining. The headmaster said;

“the children work and play
together in complete harmony”

The school has always engaged with the
local community and has a long history

of supporting arts, culture and heritage
activities including; dance, music, poetry, art
exhibitions, drama, cultural events and much
more!

Museum ofF BRutALIST ARCHITECTURE
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_ Black and White drawing by three
| 13-year-old pupils: Lesley Ley,
Susan Leonard and Joyce Watson
(circa 1969-70)

Originally displayed in one of
the art classrooms, it represents
the students’ interpretation
of unity of cultures and ethnic
backgrounds at the school.

Image courtesy of The Concrete
Centre/Concrete Quarterly
| archive

The Acland Burghley Youth Centre and the
Camden Institute were historically based

at the school. In the 1970s the youth centre
had 800 members and involved activities

for young people aged 14-21. Members used
the youth common room during the week.
The Camden Institute provided classes for
adults ranging from continental patisserie, to
English and navigation for yachtsmen.
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HISTORY OF
v THIS SCHOOL

Burghley Central School for Girls and Acland
Central School for Boys united to form
Acland Burghley, officially opening in 1968.

MoBA

The latest
design for our Assembly
Hall refurbishment includes
installing an ‘EARTH
DUCT’ ventilation system
which minimises
environmental impact.

Image courtesy of The Concrete Centre/ Concrete
Quarterly archive

The new Acland Burghley school
building opened in 1968. It was built
around the existing Burghley Road
school, which was still in use.
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[1990]

The Parents Association formed
an environment group in 1990.
They planted a mini woodland and
established ABS Trust.

——eee
[2016]

The school building achieved Grade |l
Listed status.

—e
[NOW]

Design proposals for the renovation
~and refurbishment of the Assembly
Hall.

“The Assembly Hall at the heart of the schoolis a
focal point for school life and the wider community.”

Reed Watts Architects

Underpinning the design is an aim to
retain the integrity of the building's

_ heritage and bring it forward with

¥ modern performing arts technology.

Reed Watts Architects' vision for the renovated Assembly
Hall
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[1880s to 1959]

Originally two schools.

After WWII the London County Council
took action to innovate the school
system. They combined Acland School
and Burghley Road School in 1959 on
the site of Burghley Road school.
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Acland School, 1905

Burghley Road School, 1884
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[1980s]

The Sports Hall was rebuilt after a fire.

In 1981 Acland Burghley joined with
three other local schools to form the
LaSWAP 6th form consortium in 1981.

- .
[2000s]

In 2007 the construction of a new
music and dance block was completed.

In 2009, the introduction of
‘Superclassrooms’ resulted in changes
to the hall. Some original features
were removed and holes were cut into
walls.

In 2018-2019 works took place to the
hall to improve the condition including
new external wood panlling.

Works to install new external wood panelling.
Image courtesy of ABS




school built
by 1967

sports hall
rebuilt

MoBA
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Three teaching wings radiate out from the central staircases. Each
wing has its own identity.

The Sports Hall,
Playground and Car Park
are located ABOVE
RAILWAY LINES.
During
construction, a concrete
deck was built over the

railway lines and was the
most expensive element of
the build.

Sports Hall

W Dance &
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Tufnell'Park
Junction

“A DRAWBRIDGE-
LIKE entrance ramp
leads from the main

entrance gate on

Burghley Road."

Historic England

The schoolis full of surprising views which Another important factor was to create Some say the School's central hub plan
help create visual connections between a more intimate school environment in reflects the road layout at the neighbouring
different parts of the school. comparison to other school buildings Tufnell Park Junction.

designed at the time.
This creates a sense of openness. The clever What do you think? SHARE
layout of the school was designed with these ONE THING

connections in mind. YOU LOVE
ABOUT
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[EXTERIOR SHELL]

The school building has a
protective exterior shell facing

outwards.

The exterior shell was designed purposefully
to protect against external noise and provide

thermal insulation.

External surfaces are made of concrete which
was manufactured in a factory and fixed
together on site. These are called precast
concrete panels. They have a textured finish
of flints and are splayed outwards so that

external noise is dispersed.

The projecting window glazing was
staggered and acoustic panelling used
between the inner and outer windows to
reduce the impact of sound inside.

~ External amphitheatre. Image courtesy of ABS.
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NURTURING
v ENVIRONMENT
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It looks llke a prison we would jest e
- That great archltectural facade of brutallty conceallng

2 Where nothing matteréu for |ust an hour of our llves
_ every day - , A
" So much of the world felt disconnected
- Yet within_these'walls, l"thlese great prison walls" w

Precast
concrete panels
highlighted in
grey.

“As a building,
the school appears at

first A TRIFLE
FOREBODING. But this is
because it turns its blanker
faces - for practical reasons -
towards the roads and the main
hub of traffic around Tufnell
Park underground
station”

Precast
concrete panel
‘splayed
outwards’

'Halcyon Daus (. poeni by Jay Fleisch‘_m.anh) (i TR
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the days —
Those halcyon days, huddled aruund the benches in the
balmy, bllghty sun o

called S § -
lees a hub of connectlon a hive of act|V|ty, a nucleus of

soul : ' " - : Y Image courtesy of The Concrete Centre/! Concrete

A safe space to grow in both dlsposmon and erudltlon / Quarterly archive
~ “Calm and purposeful”

In bold above the doors and along cacophonous halls
In institutions such as these character is so often
forgotten ' R

But here it is sheltered from the harsh elements,
watered and nourished for it to blossom

jow ueds
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THE
ASSEMBLY HALL

“The school's emphasis on music and drama crystallised as a
dedicated separate hexagonal assembly hall.”

Historic England

“The quietness of the
building - sounds fade out
quickly. It could be quite
peaceful in here... the room
hasan AMIBIENT FEEL
to it coupled with the dark
materials that have been
used”
Alice, LaSWAP
Sixth Former

[HEXAGONAL SHAPE]

“The jewel-like, top-lit Assembly
Hall is a particularly notable
feature where the use of timber
and concrete gives a rich texture.”
Historic England

The hexagonal shaped hall is positioned
in the centre of the school and linked to
the main building by an external, covered
walkway.

A key focal point in the centre of the hallis Above: plan drawing of the Assembly Hall.
the hexagonal lantern skylight. Below: ABS Y12 student drawings of the Assembly Hall.

Below: Assembly Hall welcome for Y7s. Image courtesy
of ABS. :
Images courtesy of OAE. From top: Dreamchasing Young
Producers, OAE and Mark Padmore recording in the hall.

[HOME OF THE OAE]

The Assembly Hall is home to
the Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment (OAE)

The OAE work with the school community
and beyond to run music education
programmes such as Musical Connections,
the Dreamchasing Young Producers and
events including ‘Live at the Hex.

The Assembly Hall's interesting hexagonal

. o . . . shape results in excellent acoustics ensurin
“Acland Burghley's original brutalist ethos of social and community tha»f most listeners experience the same .

inclusion is at the heart of its heritage and history. We are delighted = auality of sound, whether they are located at
the front of the audience or at the back. This

that the UK's Museum of Brutalist Architecture is permanently located = feature of the design is part of the heritage

aap = . . " . and ethos of brutalist architecture, which
within this Brutalist gem. Andy Costa, Director Urban Learners aimed at creating accessible places for all

people.
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