Look for the MoBA pins within this display and the digital museum
to help navigate content:
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[COLLECTIONS] [STORIES] [INSIGHTS]

Explore the brutalist building [COLLECTIONS] Immerse yourself in Heritage, Culture and Access knowledge [INSIGHTS] and resources

through the interactive digital map and this Community [STORIES] related to or inspired about brutalist architecture including MoBA's

exhibition. Look out for the yellow pin. by brutalist buildings. Highlighted by the interactive learning tools. Highlighted by the
black pin. red pin.

Use the digital map to plan your own Watch, read, listen and more!
walking trail:

PREMIERE: [ ® JUL,6.30PM
AVAILABLE UNTIL MON 12 JUL

Construction SCANTO
FIND OUT

MORE!
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STORY OF
BRUTALIST
¥ ARCHITECTURE

The style emerged from the ambitious
vision of architects striving to forge an ideal
and fair society.

The essence
of brutalism lay in its
BOLD APPROACH.
Aiming to leave a lasting
imprint on the urban
landscape while embodying
principles of functionality,
strength, and communal
inclusivity.

Unité d’'Habitation, Marseille France. Built 1952
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[1960s]

Large housing estates
replaced Victorian slums.

This bold new architecture featured
spacious open-plan apartments,
often connected by walkways.

These walkways, sometimes wide
enough for small delivery vans, came
to be known as ‘streets in the sky"
They provided spaces where children
could play and neighbours could
socialise. They encouraged a sense of
community.

‘streets in the sky’

Some brutalist
building owners
failed to support the
communities living
within them, and

many RESIDENTS’
VOICES went
unheard.
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National Theatre, London. Opened in 1976-77
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houses across Britain
were destroyed and
250,000 houses
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[1950s]

Brutalism emerged in the
1950s.

It stood as a bold departure from
the ornate architectural styles that
preceded it.

The devastation of World War Il
significantly influenced Brutalism.
Ruined cities required low-cost,
functional buildings and bold concrete
forms fitted the bill. Architects sought
to create buildings representative of
economic recovery and a new age of
optimism.

Bomb damage Westminster Bridge London
1940

As a result of
WWwII 200,000

were made
uninhabitable.

9976535/) CC BY-SA2.0

Construction of Acland Burghley School
completed in 1968
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Image courtesy of The Concrete Centre/Concrete
Quarterly archive
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[1970s-1990s]

Concrete construction was suited for
buildings with large spaces such as
churches, art galleries and theatres.

By the mid 1970s, severe economic
recession, de-industrialisation, rising
unemployment and neglect by local
authorities, owing to lack of funds, led
to the deterioration of many brutalist
buildings. They lost their charm and
sense of newness; the concrete dulled,
and few repairs were made.

In the eyes of many communities,
these unloved buildings mirrored the
neglect they felt personally. In some
cases, the buildings were abandoned.




Dystopian depictions

By the late 1970s, early 1980s
brutalist architecture gave way
__ to other styles. At a similar time,
= | brutalist architecture and its

: decaying image evolved to serve as a
canvas for the creative industry, who

- viewed some brutalist structures as
ﬁ’i : 5 \ = opportunities to craft a narrative,
AR L= = often portraying them in dystopian
| " settings.

However, these portrayals did
not always truly capture people's

clockwork © Yusunkwon (https://flickr.com/photos/yusunkwon/300403159) CC BY-2.0 DEED

A Clockwork Orange individual, human-centred stories
Filming Location: Lecture Theatre, Brunel University, and the d ay-to- d ay rea lity of the
Greater London

communities residing in or near them.
_ Crescent House, Golden Lane Estate, London.
Grade lI* Listed in 1997

Brutalist buildings were depicted as
futuristic and ominous backdrops in films like
Blade Runner, Resident Evil: Afterlife and A
Clockwork Orange

Listing

From the 90s onwards there

have been many successful (and
unsuccessful) cases made to list
brutalist buildings. Listing a building
signifies it is of special architectural
or historicalinterest and enforces
control over what changes can be
made to a building in the future.

MoBA seeks to
share individual and
community stories of
brutalist buildings. These
stories might share wisdom,
knowledge, memories or
experiences, through art,
performance, poetry, film,
photography, music
and more!

The Barbican, London.
Constructed 1963-82, Grade Il listed 2001

Europe’s _
pr—— [21st CENTURY]

“ ..l could

ti:gstl gst lgrstth inf - Revival & Refurbishment
is labyrinth o - '
just senses and

tactility...”

In the early 2000s, a new generation
began exploring and adoring brutalist
architecture, partly via the growing
use of the internet. Brutalism started
to become ‘on trend' again. This was
demonstrated through the production
of guides, books, maps and even
objects such as mugs! Later, through
the influence on other forms of design,
such as graphic and web design.

In contrast to the demolition of some
brutalist buildings, others have

been retained and refurbished. This
provides an opportunity to update the
building, which may include improving
the energy efficiency as well as sizes
of spaces to meet modern standards

LionHeart: Thoughts, Poems, Architecture

In this short film, LionHeart, in collaboration with

architectural film maker Jim Stephenson, discusses his Park Hill. Sheffield. Grade II* Listed .
route into architecture and poetry and the power of Refurbishment ongoing, phase 1 completed in or current needs. Refurbishment
architecture to heal. 2013 is @ much more socially and
Standing at the Sky's Edge is environmentally sustainable approach
a musical that tells the story of which retains brutalist buildings for
three generations, set in Park Hill the next generation.

Sheffield, and weaves a narrative that
spans the full spectrum of human
emotion.

MoBA and the
Hall for All serve as a
platform for stories to be
exchanged, so they can
be properly valued as
significant contributors to
UK culture and the
heritage of brutalist
architecture.

Y-MoBA Workshop 2023.
Sixth form students investigated and
immersed themselves into brutalist
architecture.

ADD YOUR
STORIESTO
THE
MUSEUM!
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These warks are subject to Commons CC BY 4.0 License.



Use these five symbols ===

<

to help explore v
brutalist building
features:

[CHARACTERISTICS]

A social purpose and egalitarian
values.

The post-war era became an opportunity

to rebuild cities and buildings with a social
purpose. Brutalist ideals were closely linked
to creating accessible buildings, built for the
people and for their use.

This architectural style turned its back on the
ornate and sometimes elitist architecture

of the past; it recognised egalitarian and
inclusive principles of design and the
movement became a symbol of hope for
many. Egalitarian values emphasise equality
for all, across gender, religion, economic
status and political beliefs.
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Acland Burghley School, OAE Open Rehearsal National Theatre, London.
Image courtesy of OAE

[SHAPE]

Memorable shapes and forms.

Brutalist buildings often exhibit simple,
block-like forms with extensive use of
exposed, unfinished concrete exteriors.
These are often referred to as faces of a
building or a facade.

Facades appear rugged and unrefined, often
incorporating visible structural elements like
beams and columns.

The style prioritises structural honesty,

expressing architectural function through
memorable shapes.

Brunswick Centre, London
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[CONSTRUCTION])

Clarity of structure and structural
rhythm.

There is an ethos of honesty in brutalist
architecture which is reflected in the ability
to exactly see the structure of the building,
and to understand how it was put together
and constructed.

These strong bold and legible structures
and their repetitive nature result in a clear
recognisable pattern often referred to as the
RHYTHM of the building.

Brunswick Centre, London - St Giles Hotel, London

[SURFACE]

Authenticity of materials.

Brutalism emphasises the raw, sculptural
qualities of materials, particularly concrete.
One thought is that the term “brutalism”
itself derives from the French phrase “béton
brut,” meaning bare or raw concrete.

Architects intentionally left concrete
unfinished, revealing the imprints and
textures from wooden forms used during
casting and exposing the sands and stones
that are its ingredients.

While concrete is central, other materials like
brick, glass, steel, and stone also appear in
brutalist buildings.

Above: Sobell Centre, London

Left: Balfron Tower, London

[BOLDNESS]

Sculptural qualities.

These structures exude a massive,
monolithic and sculptural quality.

I

Repetitive, modular designs contribute to
their imposing presence.

Whittington Esfate. London

Brutalist buildings often dominate their
surroundings due to sheer volume, dramatic
design and bare simplicity.

Royal College of Physicians, London Balfron Tower, Lonon'
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If you have any comments or
suggestions please leave
these with reception.

SHARE
YOUR

FEED BACK

CELEBRATING THE
HERITAGE OF BRUTALIST
ARCHITECTURE

MoBA and this
exhibition have been
made possible with
the support of the
National Lottery
Heritage Fund.

VISIT THE DIGITAL MUSEUM

MUSEUMOFBRUTALISTARCHITECTURE.ORG

Museum of Brutalist Architecture MoBA

STORIES EXPLORE INSIGHT COLLECTIONS WHAT'S ON

MOBA PINS

The MoBA pins are inspired by the
shape of the skylight within the
assembly hall.

CONTENT SOURCES:

Acland Burghley School / Historic England /
Listing by Geraint Franklin / Hall for All, 2022
Media Pack / Acland Burghley Superclass by
Carson Hall / Images and content courtesy
of The Concrete Centre-Concrete Quarterly
archive / 20th Century Society / Official
Architect and Planning magazine July 1970

/ Reed Watts Architects D&A statement /
Historic England / RIBApix / The Twentieth
Century Society.

\We also extend our thanks to the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and to all our
supporters and contributors.

The skylight at the centre of Acland Burghley School
AssemblyHall and home to MoBA.
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SCANTO
VISIT
MOBA

LINKS

URBAN LEARNERS

Urban Learners are an
architectural education
organisation who are the creators

of MoBA.

urbanlearners.org

Urban Learners were actively involved in the
Acland Burghley Better Spaces project and
Lighting Up Burghley anniversary event, have
supported ABS school since 2015 to achieve
its Grade |l Listing status and partnered

with ABS school to achieve National Lottery
Heritage Funding for the renovation of the
Assembly Hall.
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